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Haunted dreamlike scenes define the fictional world of Charles Brockden Brown America s first professional novelist 
Published in the final years of the 18th century Brown s startlingly prophetic novels are a virtual resume of themes that 
would constantly recur in American literature madness and murder suicide and religious obsession the seduction of 
innocence and the dangers of wilderness and settlement alike In Three Gothic Novels The Library of America colle 
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