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1 of 1 review helpful Why is this book so hard to get By L Barnes In The State of the Art Banks deals with the Culture 
an advanced and peaceful galaxy wide collection of societies and its contact with earth It is a novella and was 
published with several other short stories but I think it should be pulled out of that context and published as a stand 
alone novel even though short The novel fills in the gap between The first ever collection of Iain Banks short fiction 
this volume includes the acclaimed novella The State of the Art This is a striking addition to the growing body of 
Culture lore and adds definition and scale to the previous works by using the Earth of 1977 as contrast The other 
stories in the collection range from science fiction to horror dark coated fantasy to morality tale All bear the 
indefinable stamp of Iain Banks staggering talent From Publishers Weekly Accompanied by a lengthy essay A Few 
Notes on the Culture 1997 these seven arresting short stories and the disturbing novella that provides the title for 
Banks s latest SF collection all date from 1984 ndash 1987 the period of his b 
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