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type than I had expected Typical was the inclusion of Polidori s The Vampyre noticiably absent was Cooleridge s 
poem Christabel With the book s wonderful diversity in material type Before the Count offers a corrective to the 
history of the literary vampire presenting a collection of other vampire tales written before Dracula Some of the poems 
plays and stories included here are indeed melodramatic and perhaps even histrionic but they offer important insight 
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Stoker s novel In so doing it offers both scholars and students the opportun 
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